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16.4.5: Plagiarism and the Internet

Sometimes, I think the ease of finding and retrieving information on the World Wide Web makes readers think that this information
does not need to be cited. After all, it isn’t a traditional source like a book or a journal; it is available for “free.” All a research
writer needs to do with a web site is “cut and paste” whatever he needs into his essay, right? Wrong!

You need to cite the evidence you find from the Internet or the World Wide Web the same way you cite evidence from other
sources. To not do this is plagiarism, or, more bluntly, cheating. Just because the information is “freely” available on the Internet
does not mean you can use this information in your academic writing without properly citing it, much in the same way that the
information from library journals and books “freely” available to you needs to be cited in order to give credit where credit is due.

It is also not acceptable to simply download graphics from the World Wide Web. Images found on the Internet are protected by
copyright laws. Quite literally, taking images from the Web (particularly from commercial sources) is an offense that could lead to
legal action. There are places where you can find graphics and clip art that Web publishers have made publicly available for anyone
to use, but be sure that the Web site where you find the graphics makes this explicit before you take graphics as your own.

In short, you can use evidence from the Web as long as you don’t plagiarize and as long as you properly cite it; don’t take graphics
from the Web unless you know the images are in the public domain. For more information on citing electronic sources, see Chapter
12, “Citing Your Research with MLA and APA Style.”
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