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1.8: Identifying Your Operating System (OS)

Learning Objectives

o Determine what operating system you have.

An operating system (OS) is system software that manages computer hardware and software resources and provides common services for computer
programs. Nearly every computer program requires an operating system to function. The two most common operating systems are Microsoft Windows
and Apple’s macOS. This course’s main focus will be Windows 10 and 7.

Although this class will be focusing on Windows 10 and 7, the things you will learn in this module can be done by any version of Windows or macOS. If
you are not running Windows 10 or 7, you can find directions online by searching for the task you are trying to do and the name of your operating
system. (For example, you might search for “create folder windows vista.”)

Windows vs. Mac

g

Apple logo

To identify your operating system, start by narrowing down which brand of OS you have. Often you can determine whether you are running Windows or
macOS without even turning on your computer:

o Is there an Apple logo somewhere on your computer?
« Does your computer have a Command key (38) on the keyboard?
e Was your computer purchased at an Apple store?

If the answer to any of those questions is yes, then you most likely have a computer that runs macOS.

Another good way to see whether you are running Windows or Mac is simply to turn the computer on. As the operating system boots up, it will display a
logo. A Windows logo means you are running Windows, while an Apple logo means you are running macOS.

If you have determined that you are running Windows, there are many methods to determine your specific operating system, not all of which are listed
here. It doesn’t matter which method you use; what’s important is figuring out which operating system you have. If one method doesn’t work, try
another.

Method 1

Press the Windows key (at the bottom of the keyboard, looks like four squares) and R key at the same time to open the Run dialog box. Type in “winver.”
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Recycle Bin

Type the name of a program, folder, document, or Internet
resource, and Windows will open it for you.

Open: winwver

Cancel Browse...

Click OK. A window should open called About Windows that tells you which operating system you are using.
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= Windows10

Microsoft Windaws

Version 1607 (05 Build 14393.0)

© 2016 Microsaft Corporation. Al rights reserved.

The Windows 10 Home operating system and its user interface are
protected by trademark and other pending or existing intellectual property
rights in the United States and other countries/regions.

This product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License
Terms to:

Windows User

This computer is using Windows 10.

Method 2

Open the Start menu by clicking the bottom left-hand corner of your screen. If you see a search text box, select it and then type “about” or “about your
pc.” If you do not see a search text box, then just start typing “about” or “about your pc.” Select About your PC. If you do not see About your PC, try a
different method.

0 i< Filters ~~

Best match

@ About your PC

System settings
Apps
= This PC
Settings
B3 Taskbar notification area

¥ View recent messages about your
computer

& system
Store
B Al About Money

£ about

https://biz.libretexts.org/@go/page/46410



https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://biz.libretexts.org/@go/page/46410?pdf

LibreTextsw

Settings

- X
@ tome I wWind 10
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= Apps & features Organization WORKGROUP
Connect to work or school
i5 Default apps
Edition Windows 10 Home
[] Notifications & actions Version 1607
05 Build 14393.0
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Product ID 00326-10000-00000-AA064
2 Battery Processor Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-4650U CPU @ 1.70GHz
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=1 Storage Installed RAM  2.00 GB

: I System type 64-bit operating system, x64-based processor I
4 Offline maps

This computer is running Windows 10 Home Version 1607 with a 64-bit operating system.

Method 3

Open the Start menu by clicking the bottom left-hand corner of your screen. Right-click on Computer, then select Properties.
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Control Panel Home
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) Remote settings
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Get more features with a new edition of Windows 7

@ System protection
@ Advanced system settings

System
Rating: 2% Windows Experience Index 3
Processor Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-4650U CPU @ 1.70GHz 2.30 GHz

Pen and Touch: Mo Pen or Touch Input is available for this Display

Computer name, domain, and workgroup settings

See also Computer name: WIN-FQNHLABQPLY 8 Change settings
Action Center Full computer name: WIN-FQNH1ABQPLY L
Windows Update Computer description:
Performance Information and Workgroup: WORKGROUP
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Windows activation -

This computer is running Windows 7 Professional with a 64-bit operating system.

Method 4

Open the Start menu by clicking the bottom left-hand corner of your screen.If you see a search text box, select it and then type “System Information” in
the search box. If you do not see a search text box, then just start typing “system” or “system information.” Select System Information under Programs. If
you do not see System Information, try a different method.
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System Summary
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Components
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il .
Microsoft Windows 7 Professional
6.1,7601 Service Pack 1 Build 7601

GOther OS5 Description Not Available
QS Manufacturer Microsoft Corporation J
System Mame WIN-FQNH1ABQPLY

System Manufacturer VMware, Inc.

al Platform

System Type x64-based PC

Ilware Vit

Processar Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-4650U CPU @ 1.7C
BIOS Version/Date Phoenix Technologies LTD 6.00, 7/2/20
SMBIOS Version 27
Windows Directory C\Windows
System Directory C\Windows\system32
Boot Device \Device\Harddiskvalumel 2
< m ] 3
Find what: Find Close Find
|"] Search selected category only |”] Search category names only

This computer is running Windows 7 Professional with a 64-bit operating system.

Methods 2—4 also provide additional information on your computer that is useful for troubleshooting and determining what programs you will be able to
run. For example, many software programs have a version for a x32-based processor and another for a x64-based processor. For the purposes of this
course, you only need to know which edition of Windows you have.

Practice Questions
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