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[I. Advantages of Radical Reactions

Some advantages of radical reactions can be traced to the mild conditions under which they are conducted; others to the stability of
common protecting groups during reaction. Ease in performing group and atom replacement is still another benefit, but the greatest
value radical reactions bring to carbohydrate synthesis is in forming new, carbon—carbon bonds; in other words, even though
radical reactions are capable of causing a variety of structural changes, their most valuable role is their most basic one, namely,
building more complicated structures from less complicated ones.
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