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3.1: Functional Groups

Functional groups are atoms or small groups of atoms (two to four) that exhibit a characteristic reactivity when treated with
certain reagents. A particular functional group will almost always display its characteristic chemical behavior when it is present in a
compound. Because of their importance in understanding organic chemistry, functional groups have characteristic names that often
carry over in the naming of individual compounds incorporating specific groups. In the following table the atoms of each functional

group are colored red and the characteristic [IUPAC nomenclature suffix that denotes some (but not all) functional groups is also
colored.
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