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2.5: Direct lonization of Sample

Direct Tonization of Sample. Unfortunately, some compounds either decompose when heated or have no significant vapor pressure.
These samples may be introduced to the mass spectrometer by direct ionization from the condensed phase. These direct ionization
techniques include electrospray, matrix assisted laser desorption (MALDI), glow discharge mass spectrometry, fast atom
bombardment and laser ablation. The development of new ionization techniques is an active research area and these techniques are
rapidly evolving. Direct ionization is discussed in greater detail in the next section.
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