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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

9: Energy and Chemistry

Energy is a very important quantity in science and the world around us. Although most of our energy ultimately comes from the
sun, much of the energy we use on a daily basis is rooted in chemical reactions. The gasoline in your car, the electricity in your
house, the food in your diet-all provide substances for chemical reactions to provide energy (gasoline, food) or are produced from
chemical reactions (electricity, about 50% of which is generated by burning coal). As such, it is only natural that the study of
chemistry involves energy.
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