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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

5: Introduction to Chemical Reactions

Chemical change is a central concept in chemistry. The goal of chemists is to know how and why a substance changes in the
presence of another substance or even by itself. Because there are tens of millions of known substances, there are a huge number of
possible chemical reactions. In this chapter, we will find that many of these reactions can be classified into a small number of
categories according to certain shared characteristics.
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