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In previous chapters, we used the principles of chemical bonding, thermodynamics, and kinetics to provide a conceptual framework for
understanding the chemistry of the elements. Beginning in Chapter 21, we use the periodic table to guide our discussion of the properties and
reactions of the elements and the synthesis and uses of some of their commercially important compounds. We begin this chapter with a review of
periodic trends as an introduction, and then we describe the chemistry of hydrogen and the other s-block elements. In Chapter 22, we consider the
chemistry of the p-block elements; Chapter 23 presents the transition metals, in which the d-subshell is being filled. In this chapter, you will learn
why potassium chloride is used as a substitute for sodium chloride in a low-sodium diet, why cesium is used as a photosensor, why the heating
elements in electric ranges are coated with magnesium oxide, and why exposure to a radioactive isotope of strontium is more dangerous for children
than for adults.
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