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1.1: Introduction
Your alarm goes off and, after hitting “snooze” once or twice, you pry yourself out of bed. You make a cup of coffee to help you
get going, and then you shower, get dressed, eat breakfast, and check your phone for messages. On your way to school, you stop to
fill your car’s gas tank, almost making you late for the first day of chemistry class. As you find a seat in the classroom, you read the
question projected on the screen: “Welcome to class! Why should we study chemistry?”

Figure : Chemical substances and processes are essential for our existence, providing sustenance, keeping us clean and
healthy, fabricating electronic devices, enabling transportation, and much more. (credit “left”: modification of work by
“vxla”/Flickr; credit “left middle”: modification of work by “the Italian voice”/Flickr; credit “right middle”: modification of work
by Jason Trim; credit “right”: modification of work by “gosheshe”/Flickr)

Do you have an answer? You may be studying chemistry because it fulfills an academic requirement, but if you consider your daily
activities, you might find chemistry interesting for other reasons. Most everything you do and encounter during your day involves
chemistry. Making coffee, cooking eggs, and toasting bread involve chemistry. The products you use—like soap and shampoo, the
fabrics you wear, the electronics that keep you connected to your world, the gasoline that propels your car—all of these and more
involve chemical substances and processes. Whether you are aware or not, chemistry is part of your everyday world. In this course,
you will learn many of the essential principles underlying the chemistry of modern-day life.

This page titled 1.1: Introduction is shared under a CC BY 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Alaka Pradhan.

1.0: Introduction is licensed CC BY 4.0.

1.1.1

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://chem.libretexts.org/@go/page/495097?pdf
https://chem.libretexts.org/Courses/South_Puget_Sound_Community_College/CHEM_110%3A_Chemical_Concepts/01%3A_The_Chemical_World/1.01%3A_Introduction
https://chem.libretexts.org/Courses/South_Puget_Sound_Community_College/CHEM_110%3A_Chemical_Concepts/01%3A_The_Chemical_World/1.01%3A_Introduction
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://chem.libretexts.org/Courses/South_Puget_Sound_Community_College/CHEM_110%3A_Chemical_Concepts/01%3A_The_Chemical_World/1.01%3A_Introduction?no-cache
https://chem.libretexts.org/@go/page/415138
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

