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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

2: Atoms, Molecules, and Chemical Reactions

The atomic theory, first proposed in modern form by John Dalton, is one of the most important and useful ideas in chemistry. It
interprets observations of the every-day world in terms of particles called atoms and molecules. Macroscopic events—those which
humans can observe or experience with their unaided senses—are interpreted by means of microscopic objects—those so small that
a special instrument or apparatus must be used to detect them. (Perhaps the term submicroscopic really ought to be used, because
most atoms and molecules are much too small to be seen even under a microscope.) In any event, chemists continually try to
explain the macroscopic world in microscopic terms.

To get a sense for just how small the atoms we will be working with in the next chapter are, check out this Ted-Ed video called 'Just
How Small is an Atom'.
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