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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

8: Solids, Liquids, and Gases

Most of us are familiar with the three phases of matter: solid, liquid, and gas. Indeed, we addressed the energy changes involved in
phase changes. The substance we are probably most familiar with has those three phases: water. In everyday life, we commonly
come in contact with water as a solid (ice), as a liquid, and as a gas (steam). All we have to do is change the conditions of the
substance—typically temperature—and we can change the phase from solid to liquid to gas and back again. Under the proper
conditions of temperature and pressure, many substances—not only water—can experience the three different phases. An
understanding of the phases of matter is important for our understanding of all matter. In this chapter, we will explore the three
phases of matter.
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