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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

3: Atoms, Molecules, and lons

The basic building block of all matter is the atom. Curiously, the idea of atoms was first proposed in the fifth century BCF, when
the Greek philosophers Leucippus and Democritus proposed their existence in a surprisingly modern fashion. However, their ideas
never took hold among their contemporaries, and it wasn't until the early 1800s that evidence amassed to make scientists reconsider

the idea. Today, the concept of the atom is central to the study of matter.
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