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29.1: A Mechanism is a Sequence of Elementary Reactions
The mechanism of a reaction is a series of steps leading from the starting materials to the products. After each step, an intermediate
is formed. The intermediate is short-lived, because it quickly undergoes another step to form the next intermediate. These simple
steps are called elementary reactions. Because an overall reaction is composed of a series of elementary reaction, the overall rate of
the reaction is somehow dependent on the rates of those smaller reactions. But how are the two related? Let's look at two cases.
We'll keep it simple and both cases will be two-step reactions.
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