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28.4: Bernoulli’s Principle
Let’s again consider the case of an ideal fluid that undergoes steady flow and apply energy methods to find an equation of state that
relates pressure, density, and speed of the flow at different points in the fluid. Let’s examine the case of a steady horizontal flow in
as seen in the overhead view shown in Figure 28.6. We represent this flow by streamlines and a flow tube associated with the
streamlines. Let’s consider the motion of a fluid particle along one streamline passing through points A and B in Figure 28.6. The
cross sectional area of the flow tube at point A is less than the cross-sectional area of the flow tube at point B.

Figure 28.6 Overhead view of steady horizontal flow: in regions where spacing of the streamlines increases, the speed of the fluid
must decrease

According to Equation (28.3.5), the particle located at point A has a greater speed than a fluid particle located at point B .
Therefore a particle traveling along the streamline from point A to point B must decelerate. Because the streamline is horizontal,
the force responsible is due to pressure differences in the fluid. Thus, for this steady horizontal flow in regions of lower speed there
must be greater pressure than in regions of higher speed. Now suppose the steady flow of the ideal fluid is not horizontal, with the y
-representing the vertical directi. The streamlines and flow tube for this steady flow are shown in Figure 28.7.

Figure 28.7: Non-horizontal steady flow

In order to determine the equation relating the pressure, speed and height difference of the tube, we shall use the work-energy
theorem. We take as a system the mass contained in the flow tube shown in Figure 28.7. The external forces acting on our system
are due to the pressure acting at the two ends of the flow tube and the gravitational force. Consider a streamline passing through
points 1 and 2 at opposite ends of the flow tube. Let’s assume that the flow tube is narrow enough such that the velocity of the fluid
is uniform on the cross-sectional areas of the tube at points 1 and 2 . At point 1, denote the speed of a fluid particle by , the cross-
sectional area by , the fluid pressure by , and the height of the center of the cross-sectional area by . At point 2 , denote the
speed of a fluid particle by , the cross-sectional area by , the fluid pressure by , and the height of the center of the cross-
sectional area by .

Consider the flow tube at time t as illustrated in Figure 28.7. At the left end of the flow, in a time interval , a particle at point 1
travels a distance . Therefore a small volume  of fluid is displaced at the right end of the flow
tube. In a similar fashion, at particle at point 2 , travels a distance . Therefore a small volume of fluid 

 is also displaced to the right in the flow tube during the time interval . Because we are assuming the
fluid is incompressible, by Equation(28.3.5), these volume elements are equal, .
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There is a force of magnitude  in the direction of the flow arising from the fluid pressure at the left end of the tube
acting on the mass element that enters the tube. The work done displacing the mass element is then

There is also a force of magnitude  in the direction opposing the flow arising 2 2 2 from the fluid pressure at the right
end of the tube. The work done opposing the displacement of the mass element leaving the tube is then

Therefore the external work done by the force associated with the fluid pressure is the sum of the work done at each end of the tube

In a time interval dt , the work done by the gravitational force is equal to

Because we only chose the mass in the flow tube as our system, and we assumed that the fluid was ideal (no frictional losses due to
viscosity) the change in the potential energy of the system is

At time t , the kinetic energy of the system is the sum of the kinetic energy of the small mass element of volume 
moving with speed v1 and the rest of the mass in the flow tube. At time , the kinetic energy of the system is the sum of the
kinetic energy of the small mass element of volume  moving with speed  and the rest of the mass in the flow tube.
The change in the kinetic energy of the system is due to the mass elements at the two ends and therefore

The work-energy theorem  for system is then

We now divide Equation (28.4.7) through by the volume  and rearrange terms, yielding

Because points 1 and 2 were arbitrarily chosen, we can drop the subscripts and write Equation (28.4.8) as

Equation (28.4.9) is known as Bernoulli’s Equation.
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