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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

12: Waves

In this chapter, we will study the physics of wave motion. We concentrate on mechanical waves, which are disturbances that move
through a medium such as air or water. Like simple harmonic motion studied in the preceding chapter, the energy transferred
through the medium is proportional to the amplitude squared. The concepts presented in this chapter will be the foundation for
many interesting topics, from the transmission of information to the concepts of quantum mechanics.
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Thumbnail: Surfer at Mavericks, one of the world's premier big wave surfing locations. (Surfer: Andrew Davis). (CC SA-BY 2.0;
Shalom Jacobovitz).
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