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17.2: Magnetic Induction and Inductors
Induction is the tendency of a current in a conductor to maintain itself in the face of changes in the potential difference driving the
current. Figure 17.4 shows a parallel plate inductor in which a current i passes through the two plates in opposite directions.  The
vector potential between plates of width w and spacing d is

as long as w ≫ d (see Figure :).

Figure :: Illustration of the addition of the vector potentials from two current sheets with the left-moving current located
above the  axis and the right-moving current below. The sum is obtained by the vector addition of the two components. Notice
how the vector potential varies with  between the current sheets, but is constant outside of them.

Let us try to understand how this vector potential is constructed from what we already know. The vector potential for a single
current sheet in the x-y plane at  moving in the  direction was computed in the previous chapter as ,
with . The quantity σ is the charge per unit area on the sheet and v is the velocity of the charge sheet in the x
direction. We use the relationship 1∕(ϵ c ) = μ  and also realize that if each plate has a width w, then the current in each plate is 

, which means that we can rewrite  for a single plate.

To proceed further, we first need to understand that  in the above equation is only valid if the charge sheet is at . If the
sheet is located a distance a from the origin, then we must replace . We also need to call on the definition of absolute
value to realize that . Figure : shows how the profiles of 
from each of the charge sheets add together to form a combined profile for the two sheets together.

The resulting magnetic field between the plates can be computed from the vector potential:

Above and below the plates the magnetic field is zero because the vector potential is constant.

Let us now ask what happens when the current through the inductor increases or decreases with time. Assuming initially that no
scalar potential exists, the  component of the electric field in the device is

while . Substituting the  values for each plate, we see that

The EMF or work done by this electric field on a unit charge moving from the right end of the upper plate, around the wire loops at
the left end, and back to the right end of the lower plate is
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where  is the length of the plate, as illustrated in Figure :.

The minus sign means that the electric field acts so as to oppose a change in the current. This result is called Lenz’s law. Lenz’s
law is not an independent law, but arises from the minus sign in the statement of Faraday’s law.

In order for the current  through the inductor to increase with time, an external potential difference Δ  must be imposed between
the input and output wires of the inductor, which just balances the effects of the internally generated electric field:

If this potential difference is positive, i. e., if the input wire of the inductor is at a higher potential then the output wire, then the
current through the inductor will increase with time. If it is lower, the current will decrease.

As with capacitors, inductors come in many shapes and forms. The above equation is valid only for a parallel plate inductor, but the
relationship

is valid for any inductor, assuming that the inductance  is known. Comparison of the above two equations reveals that the
inductance for the parallel plate inductor shown in Figure : is just

This page titled 17.2: Magnetic Induction and Inductors is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by David J. Raymond (The New Mexico Tech Press) via source content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.

ΔV = (−l) + (+l) = −Ex−upper Ex−lower

dlμ0

w

di

dt
(17.2.5)

l 17.2.4

i ϕ

Δϕ = −ΔV = ( parallel plate inductor ).
dlμ0

w

di

dt
(17.2.6)

Δϕ = L
di

dt
(17.2.7)

L

17.2.4

L = ( parallel plate inductor ).
dlμ0

w
(17.2.8)

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://phys.libretexts.org/@go/page/32850?pdf
https://phys.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/University_Physics/Radically_Modern_Introductory_Physics_Text_II_(Raymond)/17%3A_Capacitors_Inductors_and_Resistors/17.02%3A_Magnetic_Induction_and_Inductors
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0
https://www.nmt.edu/academics/physics/faculty/draymond.php
http://press.nmt.edu/
http://kestrel.nmt.edu/~raymond/books/radphys/book2/book2.html

