
The idea for a “radically modern” introductory physics course arose
out of frustration with the standard two-semester treatment of the
subject. It is basically impossible to incorporate a signi�cant amount of
“modern physics” (meaning post-19th century!) in that format. The
authors feel that an introductory physics course for non-majors should
make an attempt to cover the great accomplishments of physics in the
20th century, since they form such an important part of our scienti�c
culture.
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