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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

11: Particle Physics and Cosmology

At the very beginning of this text we discussed the wide range of scales that physics encompasses, from the very smallest particles
to the largest scale possible—the universe itself. In this final chapter we examine some of the frontiers of research at these extreme
scales. Particle physics deals with the most basic building blocks of matter and the forces that hold them together. Cosmology is the
study of the stars, galaxies, and galactic structures that populate our universe, as well as their past history and future evolution.
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