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9.5: Minor Bodies
Minor Bodies are the smaller, often non-spherical objects found in the solar system. The minor bodies include the asteroids,
comets, meteoroids, the groups of objects referred to as the Kuiper Belt Objects, Trans-Neptunian Objects, and Oort Cloud Objects,
and other space junk and dust. Minor bodies are significantly smaller in size when compared to the sun and planets. Each of these
objects usually has its own orbit, is mostly irregular in shape, and was formed from leftover solar nebula material.

Minor Planets specifically refer to the dwarf planets, asteroids, centaurs, Kuiper belt objects, and other trans-Neptunian objects.

This page titled 9.5: Minor Bodies is shared under a CC BY 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Lumen Learning via source
content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://phys.libretexts.org/@go/page/64166?pdf
https://phys.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Astronomy__Cosmology/Introduction_to_Astronomy_(Lumen)/09%3A_Minor_Bodies_of_the_Solar_System/9.05%3A_Minor_Bodies
https://phys.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Astronomy__Cosmology/Introduction_to_Astronomy_(Lumen)/09%3A_Minor_Bodies_of_the_Solar_System/9.05%3A_Minor_Bodies
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://phys.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Astronomy__Cosmology/Introduction_to_Astronomy_(Lumen)/09%3A_Minor_Bodies_of_the_Solar_System/9.05%3A_Minor_Bodies?no-cache
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/atd-fscj-introastronomy/

