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7.13: Martian Moons
Mars has two small moons, Deimos and Phobos. The names are taken from the Greek for Dread (Deimos) and Fear (Phobos).
They were discovered by Asaph Hall in 1877.

Phobos is the larger of the two moons (barely larger than 16 miles at its biggest point) and orbits Mars once every 11 hours and 6
minutes. Both moons are odd-shaped and very small. Both Phobos and Deimos were most-likely captured asteroids or the result of
a collision with Mars. As the images show, both moons have craters. Neither moon has an atmosphere.

Photo of Deimos. Public Domain | Image courtesy of NASA/JPL-Caltech/University of Arizona.
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Photo of Phobos. Public Domain | Image courtesy of NASA. Taken by NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter in 2008.
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