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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

7: Moderation and Mediation Analyses
Hello everyone, and welcome to the seventh chapter of the University of Southern Queensland’s online, open access textbook.The

aim of this seventh chapter is to discuss the use of two specific types of covariates: moderator and mediator variables. Moderator
and mediator variables function in respect to a relationship between two other variables, such as reading ability and test
performance. In a sense, moderator and mediator variables are simply special types of covariates. However, in the case of a
moderator variable, the moderator functions by changing the strength or magnitude of an existing effect between two variables. For
example, in the case of reading ability and test performance a third variable, such as anxiety, may change the pre-existing
relationship between reading ability and test performance. In the case of a mediator variable, there is some amount of the effect
between the two existing variables that is transmitted through the mediator. For example, in the case of reading ability and test
performance, perhaps reading ability must function at least in part through a third variable such as attention capacity to effect test
performance.

There are some slides that appear via links within Chapter Seven. Please look for these as you review the current chapter.

7.1: Mediation and Moderation Models
7.2: Mediation Assumptions, The PROCESS Macro, Interpretation, and Write Up
7.3: Moderation Models, Assumptions, Interpretation, and Write Up
7.4: Chapter Seven Self-Test

This page titled 7: Moderation and Mediation Analyses is shared under a CC BY 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Erich
C Fein, John Gilmour, Tayna Machin, and Liam Hendry via source content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.
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