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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

2: Understand Your Data

Good data are the basis of any sort of regression model, because we use this data to actually construct the model. If the data is
flawed, the model will be flawed. It is the old maxim of garbage in, garbage out. Thus, the first step in regression modeling is to
ensure that your data is reliable. There is no universal approach to verifying the quality of your data, unfortunately. If you collect it
yourself, you at least have the advantage of knowing its provenance. If you obtain your data from somewhere else, though, you
depend on the source to ensure data quality. Your job then becomes verifying your source’s reliability and correctness as much as

possible.
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